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Solar panels reduce carbon emissions by 220 tonnes

Solar panels have been installed across 53 Lincolnshire Co-op sites in the last two years,

as part of the retailer's Environment Sustainability Strategy.
The co-operative launched a £2 million solar panel investment programme in April 2024.

In the last six months, these installations have generated over 560,000 kilowatt hours

(kWh) of renewable electricity, the equivalent of powering 225 average UK homes annually.

Since the programme began over 1.74 million kilowatt hours (kWh) has been produced,
reducing carbon emissions by over 220 tonnes, saving the equivalent of driving over

877,000 miles in the average petrol car.

A further 10 sites are scheduled for installation as part of the programme and are expected
to produce 294,000 kilowatt hours (kWh) a year, enough to power 117 average UK homes

annually.

Solar panels can provide around 12% of a site’s electricity demand. Once completed, all 62
sites are expected to generate over 1.8m kilowatt hours (kWh) of renewable electricity a

year.



Further eco features have been implemented within Lincolnshire Co-op food stores to help

the Society achieve its sustainability goals.

Energy efficient CO2 refrigeration systems, insulated door curtains, fridge doors that
use 27% less electricity on average and management systems that regulate heating and

lighting are being introduced into new and refurbished stores.

As part of its commitment to reach net-zero by 2045, the co-op has approved near and long-
term science-based emissions reductions targets with the Science Based Targets Initiative

(SBTi).

In 2025, the business invested £8.5 million and signed a Corporate Power Purchase
Agreement (CPPA) to source 50% of its energy from the London Array wind turbine farms

for 10 years.

The co-operative also looks after local green spaces with the help of local volunteers and
colleagues, by organising community clean-ups and gardening activities, and fundraises for

environmental groups through its Community Champions scheme.

Nick Wood, Lincolnshire Co-op Electrical and Mechanical Project Manager, said: “The
installation of solar panels across our sites marks a significant milestone in our wider

ambition to become more environmentally responsible.

“We’re already seeing the positive impact of this investment, and it will play a crucial role into

steering us towards a greener future and help us care for our local environment.”
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Notes to editors:

1. Lincolnshire Co-op is an independent co-operative society. Its purpose is to bring
together ideas, energy and resources to make life better in communities. It has
around 300,000 members and 2,900 local colleagues in Lincolnshire and the
surrounding counties and an elected board of directors who oversee the business.
The society provides valued services and supports the local economy from outlets
across its trading area including food stores, filling stations, post offices, travel
branches, funeral homes, a florist, a crematorium and community libraries. It also
cares for people’s health and wellbeing through its pharmacies and support for a
network of wellbeing walks. Local good causes benefit through its Community
Champions scheme and together, colleagues and members also look after the local
environment through volunteering.

As well as its trading outlets, Lincolnshire Co-op owns properties, from flats and
houses to commercial premises. The society brings land and buildings back into use
to create attractive environments. With Lincolnshire Co-op as landlord, rents stay

local and are invested in schemes that benefit the community.



